
In formal market exchange, transactions must be measurable (commensurable).         
Mainstream economists believe these transactions to follow unchangeable laws. Yet, our           
livelihoods are sustained by less formal ‘markets’. How do we measure the value             
exchanged when sharing goods and services within the household or taking products            
from nature? What are the rules that govern these transactions and who makes them?  

 

  



 
 
How are different kinds of labor compensated in your community? Who does what?  
 

 

  



 

“The diverse economy is made up of many kinds of enterprise in which ownership and               
production are differently configured. In this exercise of reading for difference, our use             
of the term enterprise diverges from popular understandings and focuses on the ways in              
which different production units generate and deploy produced wealth.”  
 
Who appropriates surplus in your organization? In your university? Are they the same             
people who produce it? How is surplus redistributed?  
 

 

  



 
 

This chart represents the many ways that social wealth is produced and distributed. The              
columns of transactions, labor, and enterprise represent “axes of economic difference”.           
Capitalism is one set of relations in a sea of economic activity! But what floats? What                
sinks? How can we turn the tide?  
 

 


