Fabric of Oppression in the U.S.

	Identity Categories (examples)
	Privileged Class
	Oppressed Classes
	Form of Oppression

	Race
	White/Anglo/European descent
	People of Color, including people whose ancestors came from the Americas, Africa, Asia, and the Arab world.

Bi/tri/multi-racial people.

Sometimes white people who “appear nonwhite.”
	Racism/White Supremacy

	Sex
	Men
	Women, Intersex people, Transsexual people.
	Sexism

	Gender Identity, Gender Assignment, & Gender Presentation
	Men and Women who conform to cultural gender norms.
	Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex, and Genderqueer people.

People who do not or cannot conform to societal gender norms.
	Gender Oppression

	Religion
	Christians, especially Protestants
	Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Atheists, Pagans, and followers of other “smaller” religions.
	Anti-Semitism, Religious Oppression, Racism, White (Christian/Aryan) Supremacy

	Sexual Orientation
	Heterosexual people
	Lesbians, Gay people, Bisexual people, poly-folk.
	Heterosexism/

Heterocentrism

	Socioeconomic Class
	Rich people/Ruling class people (inc. Upper Middle Class)
	Poor people, working class, middle class.
	Classism

	Physical, Psychological, & Developmental Ability
	Temporarily Able/TAB (temporarily able-bodied)
	Disabled/differently abled
	Ableism

	Age
	Middle-aged
	Young, Old
	Ageism


Revised 10/2001 from Umass Amherst’s ED 691Esocial Justice Issues in Education handout

