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Heterosexual Privilege

1. I can go where I want and know that I will not be harassed, beaten, or killed because of sexual orientation.

2. I do not have to worry about being mistreated by the police or the criminal justice system because of my sexual orientation.

3. I can kiss, hug, and hold hands with my partner in most social situations and not face hostile or violent reactions from others.

4. I am more likely to see sexually explicit images of people of my sexual orientation without the images provoking public consternation or censorship.

5. I can discuss my relationships openly and acknowledge my partner without disapproving reactions from others.

6. I can legally marry the person I love anywhere in my country without controversy. 

7.  In the US, I automatically receive tax breaks, health insurance coverage, and spousal legal rights (such as the right to visit my partner in intensive care, the right to receive my partner’s social security benefits and the right to inherit jointly owned property without be levied an inheritance tax) through being in a long-term relationship.

8. I can express myself sexually without fear of being arrested.

9. If I want, I can join the military and be open about my sexuality.

10. As a child, I was taught curriculum in schools that implicitly supported my type of family unit and did not teach me that my sexual orientation is “perversion.”

11. I can raise, adopt, and teach children without people believing that I will molest them or force them into my sexual orientation. 

12. People will not try to take away my children or call into question my ability to parent because of my sexual orientation.

13. I can belong to the religion of my choice and know that its leaders will not denounce my sexual orientation.

14. I can easily find a neighborhood whose residents will accept the structure of my household.

15. I will not be fired from a job, denied a job, or denied a promotion because of my sexual orientation.

16. I can see people of my sexual orientation positively presented on nearly every television show and in nearly every movie.

17. I can expect to be around others of my sexual orientation most of the time. 

18. I don’t have to worry about being the only person of my sexual orientation in a class, office, or social situation.

19. I can act, dress, and talk as I choose without it being considered a reflection on people of my sexual orientation.

20. I can expect my family and friends to openly support my sexual orientation.
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