	This Membership agreement and Contract (hereafter referred as the “contract”) constitutes a legally binding contract between Qumbya Inc.(hereafter referred as “Qumbya”) and the person signing below (hereafter referred to as the “member”). It is also an agreement between the member and Rooming and Boarding House (hereafter referred as the “house”) at which the member is rooming and boarding. This Contract is both a residential lease and a membership contract. As a lease, the contract agrees with the Chicago Residential Landlord and Tenant Ordinance, Chicago Municipal Code, Ch. 193. 1 et seq. As a membership contract, all parties assume specific legal obligations not normally included in residential leases.

	A. MEMBER FEES AND CHARGES

THIS CONTRACT IS VALID ONLY UPON RECEIPTOF MEMBERSHARE, NASCO MEMBERSHIPE FEE AND THE FIRST MONTH ‘S CHARGES FOR RO0M, FOOD AND OPERATING EXPENSES.

1) MEMBER SHARE: Member agrees to provide Qumbya $ 400 at the time of signing this contract as a Member Share, which is the member’s contribution to the net worth of Qumbya, Inc. and shall be returned after the end of this fiscal year, provided the member has no outstanding debt to Qumbya. Any outstanding debt to Qumbya will be deducted from the Member Share prior to its return. Deductions include: unpaid monthly charges, charges applied to all members’ account for overspending (losses of Qumbya), charges for damages to the property of Qumbya, vacating the premises before the end of the member’s contract or any other charges to member’s account with Qumbya. The Member Share will be mailed to the member within sixty business days after the end of the fiscal year.
2)  MEMBERSHIP FEE:. Member agrees to pay a one time, non-refundable Membership Fee of $34 to Qumbya, Inc. to cover the member’s membership in the North American Student Cooperation (NASCO), an association of student co-operatives in the United States of America and Canada, to which Qumbya, Inc. belongs. Membership Fee is not applicable if paid in a previous year.

3) Charges: The member agrees to pay Qumbya a monthly Room Charge in exchange of use of a specific room and other Qumbya facilities, a monthly charge for Operating Expenses for an equal share of expenses incurred at their rooming/boarding house, and a monthly charge for Food. All Charges are determined by the house democratically and may be raised or lowered from time to time. In the event  that actual yearly operating expenses exceed assessed operating expenses, or in case of room damages, missed work, late payments, or other costs attributed to the member, additional charges may be applied to the member’s account. Non-payment of charges constitutes a breach of this contract and is ground for expulsion from membership. In the event that assessed yearly operating expenses exceed actual operating expenses, the member will receive a rebate.
B. MEMBER PRIVELEGES AND OBLIGATIONS

1.) WORK.  To ensure the smooth and affordable operation of the cooperative, the member agrees to perform labor in accordance with the policies of the house and Qumbya.  Such labor may include weekly chores, cooking and cleaning, participation in special projects such as “work holidays,” attending meetings, and other work assignments.  Failure to perform the work and labor assigned to member shall constitute a breach of this contract and is ground for expulsion from membership

2.) RULES.  The member agrees to acquaint her/himself with, and abide by, all rules and regulations of Qumbya and their house, including but not limited to: the agreements and conditions of this contract, the Qumbya Bylaws and Standing Rules, and house rules.  Failure to comply with the rules constitutes a break of this contract and is grounds for expulsion from membership.  Qumbya reserves the right to deal with break of rules on a case-by-case basis and Qumbya’s failure to enforce any rule shall not be a waiver of its right to subsequently enforce such rules.

3.) DECISION-MAKING.  The member has the privilege and obligation to participate directly in the operation of their house and Qumbya.  As members, they are bound by group decisions related to the governance of the house and Qumbya.
	C.
CONDITIONS OF AGREEMENT

1.) MEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS.  Qumbya will not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, ethnic origin, marital status, sexual preference or physical disability.  Member has  been approved, prior to signing this contract, by the members of the house to which they have applied.

2.) SUBLETING.  The member is responsible for payment until the end of the contract.  If for   any reason, the member wishes to vacate the premises prior to the end of his/her contract, the member may find a subleasser.  The subleasser must formally be approved by the house and enter into a Qumbya Sublet Membership Agreement and Contract with the house.  Subletting does not release the member from responsibility for payment of charges for the duration of the contract. 

3.) LIABILITY AND INDEMNITY.  Qumbya, its agents, officers, and members will not be liable for injury, loss, or damage to person or property occurring within the building or on the property.  The member assumes all risks of loss or damage to his/her property on the premises, which may be caused by water leakage, fire, or other causes or by the acts or negligence of any other member.

4) RIGHT OF RE-ENTRY.  Member agrees to all Qumbya, its agents, officers, and authorized member to enter his/her room to inspect, repair, or make alterations or additions, as Qumbya deems necessary.  Qumbya will make reasonable attempts to give notice of the need for access, but lack of advance notice will not be grounds to refuse entry.

5) POLICIES.  The member agrees to comply with all policies and rules made by Qumbya with the same force and effect as though written herein.  Any reasonable modifications or additions to such policies and rules as may from time to time be made by Qumbya shall likewise be considered a part of this contract with renewals of the agreement contingent on compliance with these changes.  No alteration may be made on this contract without the written consent of the Qumbya Board of Directors.  If any of the terms of conditions hereof conflict with the laws of the State of Illinois, the County of Cook, and the City of Chicago, then such terms or conditions shall be deemed null and void and shall be deemed modified or amended to conform to such law.

6) 6)TERMINATION.  Qumbya or the member’s house may terminate this agreement for any of the following: 

a.) NON-PAYMENT of Property Charges, Board Charges, Member Share, Food Charges, Late Fees, or other charges to member’s account.

b.) ABANDONMENT of premises.

c.) FAILURE TO ARRIVE within one week of the beginning of the contract period, unless prior arrangements have been made with Qumbya.

d.) UNCOOPERATIVE BEHAVIOR, as defined below:

· FAILURE TO WORK OR COMPLY with obligations stipulated in this contract, Qumbya Bylaws, or rules of the organization.

· VIOLENCE to or on Qumbya Property.

· NON-COMPLIANCE with Qumbya or house rules, or federal, state, or local law by member or his/her quests while on Qumbya premises.

· THREATENING behavior, harassment, or consistent and deliberate insults or offenses to another member, including but not limited to, sexual, religious, racial, or ethnic slurs.

7) NO ORAL AGREEMENTS.  This agreement, consisting of sections A (1-3), B (1-3) and C (1-7) constitutes the entire agreement between parties hereto.




ROOM ASSIGNMENT and CHARGES (USE BALL POINT PEN, PRINT CLEARLY WITH PRESSURE):
_____________________________________________________________will occupy room #_______
at _______________________, Chicago, IL, 60615; from  _______________until  ___________at a cost of $________ monthly for room charges (payable to Qumbya, Inc.),  $_______ for monthly operating expenses, $________ for monthly food charges (operating and food charges payable to ____________________________)
All charges to be paid on the first day of each month for the duration of this contract.  A one time NASCO membership fee of $34 (payable to Qumbya, Inc.) and a $ 400 membershare (payable to Qumbya Inc.) are due at the time of signing this contract.

By signing this contract I, _________________________________________________, (PRINT CLEARLY) agree to abide by all conditions, covenants, terms, and promises contained  I have read and understood this contract and agree that all information furnished in this contract is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.

MEMBER’S SIGNATURE ____________________________________________________ date _________ 

HOUSE OFFICER__________________________________________________________ date__________

QUMBYA FINANCE COORDINATOR ___________________________________________ date__________

GO TO THE OTHER SIDE     

This contract and all charges quoted are valid only upon the Finance Coordinator or Business Manager’s consent. 

Any portions of this agreement that contradict existing or future ordinances or laws of the City of Chicago, the State of Illinois, or the United States government shall be unenforceable.
Member Name_____________________     Social Security No.  _____________________________

___     Check here if  member share was paid in a previous year, and is therefore not   applicable.        

___      Check here if member  fee was paid in a previous year, and is therefore not    applicable.
EMERGENCY ADDRESS (PRINT CLEARLY): 

Contact Name____________________________________________________________

Street Address:________________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State_________________  Zip__________________

Phone ________________________________________________________________
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